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fresh-cut pain 

like fire 

burns through 

muscle and marrow 

I hear muted screams 

in my head 

and watch my hot blood 

drip and sizzle 

 

~~~~~ 

 

believers gathered 

in the dark, frigid wind  

to bury their hope 

  



 

 ©2016 Janet L. Brown        Page 3   
 

once passionate 

amber eyes 

morph to green 

fiery, in anger 

then closed tight 

opaque, in a world of sadness 

that will not change 

 

~~~~~ 

 

stark memories 

like a scalpel 

excising bits of my life 
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this ship sails 

through a sea of tears  

black waters of a deep abyss 

will you plumb the depths with me 

or skim the surface 

 

 

~~~~~ 

 

the rose knows no virtue 

has no expectation 

but to grow 
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love 

like a thorn tree 

never giving 

without giving pain 

promising life 

delivering sorrow 

a tradeoff 

worth the price 

 

~~~~~ 

 

sweet as cotton candy 

pink cheeks and murmured coos 

precious new life 
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warm autumn sunshine 

thankful for a wheelchair 

old van, bright new colors 

 

~~~~~ 

 

physical therapy 

hot jazz rhythm 

with a not-yet-practiced beat 

 

~~~~~ 

 

watching the wheel turn 

a symbol of healing 

mandala 
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making the long drive 

random act of friendship 

on a rainy day 

 

~~~~~ 

 

 

fortune cookie predictions 

saved in a jar 

hope on wrinkled paper 

 

~~~~~ 

 

church bells ring 

wedding in the frozen snow 

the limo runs on love 
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destiny rains down hard 

brings me to my knees to pray 

yearning for an angel 

a hand extends through starlight 

to lift me up again 

 

~~~~~ 

 

she destroys darkness 

with a smile soft as the dawn 

--bringing hope 

 


